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Introduction

Introduction
Welcome to the Gem-A Diploma in Gemmology course, we hope you enjoy your studies.

How do the Foundation and Diploma notes work together?

The Diploma notes are designed to follow on from the material supplied to you in your Foundation course.
You no longer need the title and contents page from your Foundation notes as these pages now supersede 
these. 

For the main course notes you will see the section numbers in the Diploma directly relate to the Foundation. 
Each Diploma section should be inserted at the back of the corresponding Foundation section to complete 
your notes. 

Further instructions relating to the gemstones notes in section D15 can be found in the introduction for this 
section.

Missing sections?

There are three Foundation sections (1, 10 and 12) that do not have corresponding diploma notes, this is 
because the material supplied at Foundation level in these subject areas is sufficient for this course.

The Diploma Syllabus

It is worth keeping in mind that the Diploma examination syllabus includes the Foundation syllabus and that 
the information covered in the Foundation is an essential building block for the Diploma material.

Further information

For more information about the Diploma syllabus and exam help see www.gem-a.com or use the on-line 
education area which can be found at: e-learning.gem-a.com (please note you do not need to add www in front 
of this address). 

Information available in the on-line area:
• past examination papers
• examiners reports
• course specifications
• glossary of terms
• education forums
• further links and tips for on-line research.

Gem-A membership

Gemmology is a continually developing subject, providing new discoveries and new challenges, and 
membership of Gem-A is vital in enabling you to expand your knowledge of gems, to keep you up-to-date with 
the latest developments and to help you stay in contact with other gem enthusiasts. As a member of Gem-A, 
you are part of our international community of gem enthusiasts and professionals and you also receive our 
publications. Anyone with an interest in gemstones, whether or not they are in the gem and jewellery trade, 
may apply for membership of the Association. Those who have already qualified in Gem-A’s Gemmology 
or Gem Diamond Diploma examinations may apply for the prestigious membership status designations of 
Fellowship or Diamond Membership respectively, and will be entitled to use the initials FGA or DGA after their 
name while they are members of The Gemmological Association of Great Britain.


